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The Way in a Manger – Authentic Joy 
 
Joy is _________________. 
Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of 
greeting this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, 
Mary; you have found favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth 
to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. Luke 1:29-30 
 
We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the champion who initiates 
and perfects our faith. Because of the joy awaiting him, he endured the 
cross, disregarding its shame. Now he is seated in the place of honor 
beside God’s throne. Hebrews 12:2  
 
I tell you the truth, you will weep and mourn over what is going to happen 
to me, but the world will rejoice. You will grieve, but your grief will 
suddenly turn to wonderful joy. John 16:20 
 
Joy is a ______________. 
When they saw the star, they were filled with joy! 11 They entered the 
house and saw the child with his mother, Mary, and they bowed down 
and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasure chests and gave 
him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 When it was time to leave, 
they returned to their own country by another route, for God had warned 
them in a dream not to return to Herod. Matthew 2:10-12 
 
For his anger lasts only a moment, but his favor lasts a lifetime! Weeping 
may last through the night, but joy comes with the morning. Ps 30:5 
 

Let them all praise the name of the Lord.  For his name is very great; his 
glory towers over the earth and heaven! Ps 148:13 
 
Joy is ________.  
And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch 
over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But 
the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will 
cause great joy for all the people.  
Luke 2:8-10 
 
Joy is ____________. 
After seeing him, the shepherds told everyone what had happened and 
what the angel had said to them about this child. 18 All who heard the 
shepherds’ story were astonished, Luke 2:17-18 
 
Joy is a ________.  
I pray that God, the source of hope, will fill you completely with joy and 
peace because you trust in him. Then you will overflow with confident 
hope through the power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13 
Shout to the Lord, all the earth; break out in praise and sing for joy!  
Ps. 98:4 
 
But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, he saved 
us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his 
mercy. Titus 3:4-6  
 
My Notes: 
 
______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 
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