
What is baptism all about? Have you accepted Jesus as
the Lord of your life but have yet to be baptized? We
warmly invite you to take this significant step. Simply
follow this code to register for our baptism class and
embark on your baptism journey!

Don’t Stop Building (Ezra 4)
Pastor Scott Borman

Connection Card We invite you to reach out! Simply
scan this QR code to access our connection card, where
you can register your attendance, update your contact
information, learn about upcoming events, or submit
prayer requests. Don’t forget to visit newcov.com for
additional information about our weekly ministries.

Opposition often appears when the work matters most.

When the enemies of Judah and Benjamin heard that the exiles
were building a temple for the Lord, the God of Israel, 2 they came
to Zerubbabel and to the heads of the families and said, “Let us
help you build because, like you, we seek your God and have been
sacrificing to him since the time of Esarhaddon king of Assyria,
who brought us here.” 3 But Zerubbabel, Joshua and the rest of
the heads of the families of Israel answered, “You have no part
with us in building a temple to our God. We alone will build it for
the Lord, the God of Israel, as King Cyrus, the king of Persia,
commanded us.” 4 Then the peoples around them set out to
discourage the people of Judah and make them afraid to go on
building. 5 They bribed officials to work against them and
frustrate their plans during the entire reign of Cyrus king of Persia
and down to the reign of Darius king of Persia. Ezra 4:1-5

So we rebuilt the wall till all of it reached half its height, for the
people worked with all their heart. 7 But when Sanballat, Tobiah,
the Arabs, the Ammonites and the people of Ashdod heard that
the repairs to Jerusalem’s walls had gone ahead and that the
gaps were being closed, they were very angry. 8 They all plotted
together to come and fight against Jerusalem and stir up trouble
against it. Nehemiah 4:6–8

Discouragement Is the enemy’s favorite tool.

Then the peoples around them set out to discourage the people of
Judah and make them afraid to go on building. 5 They bribed
officials to work against them and frustrate their plans during the
entire reign of Cyrus king of Persia and down to the reign of Darius
king of Persia.6 At the beginning of the reign of Xerxes, they
lodged an accusation against the people of Judah and Jerusalem.
Ezra 4:4-6

Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we
will reap a harvest if we do not give up. Galatians 6:9

God’s plans continue even when the work pauses.

 Now issue an order to these men to stop work, so that this city will
not be rebuilt until I so order. 22 Be careful not to neglect this
matter. Why let this threat grow, to the detriment of the royal
interests?23 As soon as the copy of the letter of King Artaxerxes
was read to Rehum and Shimshai the secretary and their
associates, they went immediately to the Jews in Jerusalem and
compelled them by force to stop.24 Thus the work on the house of
God in Jerusalem came to a standstill until the second year of the
reign of Darius king of Persia. Ezra 21-24

Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will
carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 
Philippians 1:6


